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Video Still by GABRIEL SHALOM

CAST (from left to right)

AMANDA LIPPERT Courtney lead

APRIL SIGMAN Cassandra lead

LAURA HUNTER Jill supporting

ALISON CROUSE Jenna supporting

CREW

GABRIEL SHALOM Director

JIMMY COONEY Assistant Director & Associate Producer
SEAN COONEY Location Sound Recordist

PATRIZIA KOMMERELL Assistant Director & Production Designer
AMR MOUNIB Still Photographer



SISTERS.....

SYNOPSIS

SISTERS is an intimate glimpse into a typical evening’'s melodrama

at an American sorority house. With only a few hours until they are
off to Ibiza for their Spring Break vacation, Cassandra, Jill and Jenna
can’t seem to pack their suitcases and stay under the airline weight
limit; thirty-two pounds just isn’t enough! When the girls suspect a
mathematical failure in their conversion from kilos to pounds, a clever
call placed by their sorority sister Courtney confirms the true number.
Pleased that her bags are packed and eager to celebrate, Cassandra
breaks out the ecstasy and the girls go wild!

FORMAL CONSIDERATIONS

Produced in a theatrical manner in one scene/one take/one shot,
Shalom’s intention is to create an uninterrupted and realistic por-
trayal of the private space occupied by American sorority girls when
removed from the spotlight of public life. A background of repetitive
popular dance music (which is simultaneously diegetic and scored)
emphasizes the girls emotional peaks and valleys.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Gabriel Shalom is an international multimedia artist, director, editor
and composer, although he prefers to describe his practice as tes-
seracting. His videos have strong connections with popular music
culture and instruments. With a background in electronic music, his
cinematic language is often composed of quanta to create videomu-
sic. Shalom'’s former work emphasizes a close relationship between
synchronous audiovisual dynamics, time manipulation, rhythm and
ritual. His approach takes the aesthetics of sample-based mashup
and remix culture and applies these techniques to original material
using a formalist, cinematic perspective. In the summer of 2006 he
was an artist in residence at the ZKM Karlsruhe where he created the
video portion of the audiovisual concert DONNY G. In 2007 he was
profiled on the Italian music channel All Music. His current projects
include a small collection of short narrative videos about American
sorority girls supported by a soundtrack of popular trance music. For
more information on his projects or to contact the artist please visit
www.gabrielshalom.com.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

The SISTERS screenplay was developed in a screenplay writing
seminar conducted at the Hochschule fUr Gestaltung Karlsruhe under
the guidance of award-winning Romanian author Razvan Radulescu
(The Death of Mr. Lazarescu, Cannes Prix un certain regard). The
video was produced by the Hochschule fur Gestaltung Karlsruhe,
with executive producer Nico Hain and producers Gabriel and
Michael Shalom.

SISTERS

Technical specifications

DURATION

16:30 minutes

YEAR OF PRODUCTION
2007

COUNTRY OF PRODUCTION
USA & Germany

SHOOTING FORMAT
PAL miniDV

SOUND

Stereo

LANGUAGE
English

AVAILABLE SUBTITLES

English, German
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Movies @ the Hoff this week:

Tonight: The Ilith Hour,
Tomorrow:

Saturday: Ratatouille,
Sunday: Goodfellas, 8 p.m.

Hour, 4 p.m | Waodstock, midnight
Friday: Rent,

2 p.m. | Collateral, 5 p.m. | Disturbing Behavior, 8
p.m. | Who's Your Caddy?, 10:30 p.m.
The Iith Hour, 11:59 a.m. | Who's Your Caddy?, 2 p.m. | The lith

3 p.m. | The lith Hour, 7 p.m. | Woodstock, midnight

11:59 a.m. | The lith Hour, 8:30 p.m.

LIVING

MOVIES |

WEEKEND

INTERVIEW | GABRIEL SHALOM

They are family —
or at least Sisters

i Alumnus Gabriel Shalom takes a satirical
look at sorority life in his new film, Sisters

i By Dan BENAMOR
. Staff writer

Last Sunday, students at the
"Hoff Theater got a glimpse of
sorority life. But the audience
,wasn't watching Legally
Blonde or Dying to Belong;
'mstead they were watching
Sisters, a film about the ins
and outs of sororities. The sur-
prising thing, however, is

everything the all-female cast
said in the film was written by
aman.

That man is Gabriel
Shalom, a university alumnus
and the writer/director of Sis-
ters. Shalom and associate
producer and fellow alumnus
Jimmy Cooney sat down with
The Diamondback to discuss
the film.

The idea for Sisters came to

COURTESY OF GABRIEL SHALOM
Alumnus Gabriel Shalom, who lives in Germany, took ideas from his time at
the university to create Sisters.

Shalom during his time at the
university, Shalom said.

“These girls — some of
them — talk like girls I used
to hear around campus, and I
still do,” Shalom said. “The
past couple days we've been
walking around ([the cam-
pus], I have to admit it's
been remarkable how many
one-liners 1 could just pluck
out of the air and stick into
the script.”

The film focuses on four
sorority sisters, Cassandra,
Jill, Jenna and Courtney, who
are packing for their spring
break vacation in Ibiza, Spain.
The girls can’t seem to figure
out how much they can stuff in
their suitcases — who under-
stands the difference between
kilos and pounds, anyway?

Though it was challenging to
script lines for women, the
process helped Shalom better
understand societal standards
of masculinity and femininity,
he added.

“It was something which
pushed me to the limit of my
masculinity in a lot of ways,
because I had to really be very
girlie for a couple weeks to
really get the performance I
wanted,” Shalom said of the

writing process for Sisters.

More challenges came for
Shalom, however — the alum-
nus, who resides in Germany,
began writing the script there,
but had to struggle to keep the
script up to date with current
American slang. Help came in
the form of Cooney.

“1 was probably the most
engaged in the American col-
lege scene at that time,”
Cooney said. “It was really
funny to see the script — to see
the slang develop, what was
outdated, what was current.”

Together, Shalom and
Cooney crafted the tale of four
female protagonists: The char-
acters are, by turns, bulimic
and vulgar, and at one point,
they all take ecstasy together.
Though some plot elements
may seem outlandish, this uni-
versity was “the main place
that inspired a lot of”

Shalom’s vision, he said.

“There’s a lot of desensiti-
zation to the issues brought
up in the film here,” Shalom
said of the university's stu-
dent body. “I think that the
audience here is gonna be
several levels deep into this
world that I'm presenting.”

However, Shalom said the
caricature-heavy world of Sis-
ters is not meant to offend or
condemn anyone.

“I think that somebody
could see this film and on the
surface say, ‘Why'd you make
this film about these girls. ...
Why are you attacking these
girls?"" Shalom said. “I don't
see it that way."

The film may veer into
satire, but professionally,
Shalom and Cooney have their
acts together. Shalom has had
his work screened in interna-
tional film festivals, and

urmoruamnmm
Sisters focuses on four friends, Cassandra, Jill, Jenna and Courtney, who are packing for their spring break trip in Ibiza.

Cooney has produced a docu-
mentary and several short
films. All four lead actresses
also have stage experience.

“You're not watching a
guerilla film,” Cooney said.
“This isn’t the short student
film festival at Hoff.”

Though Sisters ends in a
very untraditional way, in
which nothing is truly
resolved, plot-wise (think the
series  finale of The
Sopranos) Shalom is per-
fectly fine with that.

“I would never want the
ending to be conclusive,
clear or in any way indicative
of a certain viewpoint,”
Shalom said.

For more information on Sis-
ters or Gabriel Shalom, visit
www.gabrielshalom.com/sis-
ters.htm

dan.benamor@gmail.com



